Report of the meetings in Belgium, November 2011

Monday 14/11/2011 
Visit to our school,  contact with the school team,

Visit to the town hall, introduction with the mayor and the aldermen.

Meeting:

-We introduced ourselves, country, region and school, using pictures, power point presentations, movies.
-All introductions will be put on the website by Marc or May. For Wales and München is this not possible because of the privacy of the children. They will send what can be put on the website to may.keysers@scarlet.be or to marc.jansen@bloemendaal.be
Tuesday 15/11/2011 
-Guided visit of the European Parliament in Brussels. 

-Visit of Brussels: visit of historical places and introduction in the multicultural society 
Wednesday 16/11/2011

1. We agreed about the website:
· We agreed for building a common website. In order to avoid additional charges, Marc  is going to make a new website, using  their existing web hosting  (Schoten – Bloemendaal offers  for free  a part of its rented php space). Each school has to make  a link to this or a link to this site. The website will have a wiki structure. The new website will be available around December 1st.  May or Marc will inform you  when it is available.   Marc and May will be responsible for the website during the project.
· Because English is not our mother language, please help us to inform us when you see a fault.   It is embarrassing to be responsible for a website with many mistakes.

· If you like to publish  a story in your mother language, it is possible. We make a pdf of it and you can download it on each story page by clicking on a button.

· Before this date you can already share items using the email addresses  of May  and Marc. They can use those items for preparing the website. 
·  On the website must be put:  introductions of the country and the schools / all the written stories / report of the meeting /power point presentation about the planning of the entire project  and all subtopics/ timetable for the visits abroad / pictures taken during the visits /

· For sharing photos,  we use a pisaweb page.

·  If you like to share photos, open the following email account in google:  storiescomenius@gmail.com
· Use the password  ass agreed
· Open the Picasa3 program  (if not installed: install it! It is free and really easy to use!)

· Go to [extra]  ([upload] and select the map you want to upload.

· On the website,  A direct link to the photos will be  placed.
2. Stories are told and exchanged:
	Estland gets the story of Germany

Turkey                                Spain

Spain                                  Estonia

Belgium                             Iceland
	Germany gets the story of Wales

Wales                                     Belgium

Iceland                                   Turkey


-The stories will be put on the website.
- Please send your copy to may.keysers@scarlet.be or to marc.jansen@bloemendaal.be

3. Each country showed how children got involved by making the story  / how the story had grown.

Spain:  Children talked  about a central figure and the location of the story. They chose a known dragon/ a wood in the neighbourhood. On big boards they wrote down ideas from the children. The boards  moved from class to class so the story could grow. At the end teachers put everything together in a story.

Iceland: worked around a project: trolls. They went outside to look at the trolls and brainstormed  about what could happen with the child troll. Short story was made by the youngest and moved to the second and third ‘level’ where it grew.

Wales:  started from a story that exists and worked on a similar story. Typical foods! / ‘Very Welsh’/ Teachers helped the children by making sentences.

Germany: worked with puppets.  The puppet passed all the typical things from the environment of Munich. Children played with the puppets, teachers wrote down what they were playing, what was happening and finalized it later in a story. 

Turkey: worked around Nasredda, a well know and wise figure.  The younger ones worked with drawings, the older ones made the story. English lessons were used to translate. The stories are told by students.

Estonia: started the project by inviting a storywriter who explained how a story starts and grows / Teachers told stories from different countries / in groups children made stories: teachers gave the start (some sentences) and the children fantasized about the continuing of the story / Children, teachers and all parents voted which story was the winning one.

Belgium: visited Antwerp with the children where the story is located. Children brainstormed about the most interesting figures and chose  figures for the story. The figures moved to another class where the children fantasized about them, where they live, what they like, what could happen etc. Teachers put the elements together and wrote the story.

4. Contact with the parents

All the parents of the school were invited to a special meeting. All guests have made a presentation of the land, school and pedagogical project. 
5. Visit to the city op Antwerp

Guided tour through the city -  theme : city stories and legends;
Thursday 17/11/2011

1.Visits abroad
-Germany will not be a host because of renovations in their school.
-We discussed the dates and have a schedule that’s final. The timetable is on the website. (Only Spain is not sure at this moment. If a change is necessary, they will send us a new date within 2 weeks!)
2. Coordination of the project 
-The coordination will be done by the host school where the next visit takes place.
-Each country has to fill in their own valuation forms that have to be made in the middle of the project. At the end we make an evaluation together. 
3. We discussed the planning for the following 2 years.  The power point presentation with all agreed items will be put on the website. There you can find all the subtopics and steps we will follow.

4. Logo: we agreed that children are going to create a logo. We bring the logos with us the following meeting so we can choose one of them to be the logo of the project.

5. Mascot:  We decided that every country can use (or not) their own mascot.

6. Postcards:  During Christmas-time we are going to send children-made cards:  as many as you                                                           want/ to each school / send by post

7. Songs: we discussed the way we are going to do that and decided: 
-in your own language (just explain what the song is about)
-very easy song!!!
 Children can hear (learn) a song in a foreign language.

8. Wales let us know the price off the hotel: 

-single room: 60 pound (66 euro) p/p
-double room: 50 pounds (55euro)p/p 

-Wales asks to let them know how many persons will come. We all agreed to do this in 2 weeks, before the end of the month!

9. Visits of schools

In groups the following schools were visited:

Basisschool Sint Cordula, Gelmelenstraat,  Schoten
Basissschool Heilige Familie, Laaglandlandlei, Schoten

Basisschool Burgemeester Marnix, Amerlolaan, Schoten

Basisschool Maria Middelares, Platanendreef Brecht

Basisschool Bloemendaal  - Elshout,  Fortbaan, Schoten

Basisschool Bloemendaal  , Paalstraat, Schoten

 Friday 18/11/2011

1.Free visits to all the classes in our school
2. Assemblee with all children and teachers of Bloemendaal: dissemination of our Comenius project
3. Visit of Mas – museum in Antwerp

